
Dad is on his way home to 
his castle. You know the 
ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά! ƳŀƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƛǎ 
Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǎǘƭŜΦέ .ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ 
be true then, he is the king, 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎΩǎ ǊƻƭŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƛǘ 
around and be waited 
upon by his subjects, mom 
and kids. Tired from a long 
hard day at work, he is 
looking forward to some 
peace and quiet. When he 
opens the door, he finds 
two of his children yelling at each other at the top of their 
lungs.   
 
Lǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƘŜ ŜƴǾƛǎƛƻƴŜŘΦ {ƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǘƻ 
do at this point? Just having learned about the art of delega-
tion at his office, this seems like a great time to put this new 
principle into action and delegate it to his wife. As can be ex-
pected, she does not agree with the wisdom of this plan and 
proceeds to share with him a little about how her day went. 
She has been dealing with this all day and now reinforcement 
Ƙŀǎ ŀǊǊƛǾŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ άƘŜŀǾȅ ƘƛǘǘŜǊΣέ ǘƘŜ άōƛƎ Ǝǳƴέ ƛǎ ƘƻƳŜΦ  5ŀŘ ƛǎ 
here to set things straight!  
 
If you are a father, God has set you up as the head of the fam-
ily. You should be the leader in handling discipline issues in the 
home. Ephesians 5:23 tells us,  for the husband is head of the 
wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior 
of the body.  Ephesians 6:1 encourages children to obey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is right. These two Scripture pas-
sages put dad as the head of the home, which also means that 
dad is to be the leader in discipline. What does it look like to 
be the leader in discipline in the home? Here are a few ways it 
could be displayed: 
 

1. You should be the one who is taking the lead in reading 
books that will give you and your wife wisdom in the 

area of discipline. 
2. You should be the one who takes the lead with your wife 

in setting up the procedure you will go through when 
your children are subject to discipline. 

3. You should be setting up times to get with godly couples 
who you have observed to ask questions and get input 
on how to implement discipline in the home. 

4. When you are home, you are the one who should take 
the lead in discipline issues. This does not mean that you 
need to have all the answers. Your wife will most likely 
have great insight that you will need as you lead in this 
area, but God wants you to be the one setting up the 
plan and to be the main instigator of the plan. 

5. It also means that you will have the right biblical attitude 
about raising your children. 

God gave our children as a gift and we only have 
them for a little while. (Psalm 127:3) 

Children need guidance from their parents or they 
will go astray. (Proverbs 5:23; 13:24; 23:13, 14) 

As a parent, you are open for business 24/7. There 
are no vacations. 

DƻŘƭȅ ƪƛŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΤ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
live godly lives by godly parents. (Proverbs 6:20-24) 
 

Men, God has given you the privilege of raising children who 
will honor Him with their lives. As a dad, you have a huge im-
pact on the kind of children you will have. Take your role as a 
ƭŜŀŘŜǊ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳōƭȅ ŀǎƪ DƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǿƛǎŘƻƳΦ ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘΩǎ 
help, you can be an effective leader in this area. 
 
[John Collins and his wife, Pam, are Word of Life Local Church mis-
sionaries in NY and PA. They live in New Milford, PA. Questions or 
comments about this article may be addressed to John at jcol-
lins@wol.org.] 

VERSE OF THE MONTH 
Mark 12:30 

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘƻǳ ǎƘŀƭǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǘƘȅ DƻŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘȅ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy 

strength: this is the first commandment. 
 

As Christians, most of us would agree that we love the Lord 
God with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength.  However, 
what would our children say?  Do they see us spending time 
with God by being in His Word daily and spending time in 
prayer? Is church attendance a priority?  What about our 

giving?  Do our actions teach our kids to love the Lord?  Par-
ŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǎŜǘ ŀ ƎƻŘƭȅ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōȅ ǇǳǘǘƛƴƎ 

these words into action! 
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LOGGED-IN 
Technology Tips  
 

.ǳŘƎŜǘƛƴƎΦ CƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀƴ ƛŘŜŀ 
that we support wholeheartedly.  But 
ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ƛǘΥ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ 
budget is hard work. It takes time and 
discipline to track spending, especially in 
2009 with so many different forms of 
credit and electronic spending. Money 
comes into our account and it leaves very 
quickly. It can be hard to track the flow of 
money with any degree of precision. En-
ter: Mint.com. 
 

Mint is an internet application that can 
monitor every aspect of your personal 
finances. The setup process is extremely 
easy, and allows you to view all of your 
accounts in a single, easy to understand 
dashboard. Mint.com breaks down your 
spending trends, making it easy to under-
stand where your money is going. It also 
has a very easy-to-use budgeting tool 
that lets you set your own spending, sav-
ing and giving goals. Then you can keep 
track of how your budget compares with 
real-world spending. 
 

Mint.com can be setup to send you email 
or text updates when bills are due. If you 
are an iPhone or iTouch user, look out for 
a sweet Mint.com application lets you 
take all that budgeting information with 
you. 
 

¢ƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ŦǊŜŜΦ 
Check out Mint.com, and skip the budg-
eting headaches. 

Principles in Dating: 
Why Wait to Date 

Parents play a key role in 
ǎƘŀǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ  
attitudes on dating 

By Beth Shoultz 
 
Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ 
Prince Charming and to be carried 
off into the sunset! However, the 
desire for this fairy tale ending 
leads a lot of girls to rush their 
relationships. The best thing a young lady who is trying to honor God can do is 
ǎƭƻǿ ŘƻǿƴΦ  {ƘŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ 
help her to live out her days (whether single, dating, married or widowed) in a 
way that would allow her to be most useful to the Kingdom of God!  Here are 
ǘƘǊŜŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǿƘŜƴ άǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŀǘŜΦέ 
 

1. Use her single time to focus on serving others.  We are encouraged by Paul 
to live wisely (Ephesians 5:15-17) and have his example of being single and 
serving others.  A single girl can serve God in many ways a married woman 
cannot.  She should make good use of this time.  She will be developing into 
the woman God longs for her to be! 
 

2. ¦ǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ƘŜǊ 
happiness. The world leads girls to believe that they need a man to be 
happy. The problem with this is that while God did create marriage to be a 
happy part of life, our ultimate purpose in life is to bring Him glory.  One can 
only find completeness in Jesus (Colossians 2:9-10).  Many times, relation-
ships end in disaster because one of the individuals tried to find complete 
ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŀǘŜΦ  [ƛǾƛƴƎ ƭƛŦŜ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǊǳŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦŀŎπ
tion. 
 

3. Use this time to become the woman God wants her to be.  Proverbs 13:20 
ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎΣ άIŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŀƭƪǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǎŜ ƎǊƻǿǎ ǿƛǎŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ŧƻƻƭǎ 
ǎǳŦŦŜǊǎ ƘŀǊƳΦέ hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ŏŀƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ƎƻŘƭȅ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ƛǎ ōȅ 
ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
Word. By taking time to focus on this, a girl will not only blossom into a 
godly young lady, but she will be much more suited to know when God 
brings the right godly man into her life! 

 
Lǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƎƛǊƭΩǎ ŘǊŜŀƳ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ŀ Ƴŀƴ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ƘŀǇǇƛƭȅ ŜǾŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊΗ  IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ 
by encouraging young ladies to take their time and serve God to the fullest of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
to strive to develop  godly character, we can help them on their way to becoming 
the princesses their King desires them to be!  As they are made complete in Christ 
ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ tǊƛƴŎŜ /ƘŀǊƳƛƴƎΗ έ   
 

Sources: 
Lady in Waiting, Developing Your Love Relationships, by Debby Jones & Jackie Kendall 
The Lies Woman Believe And the Truth That Sets You Free, by Nancy Leigh DeMoss 
 

[Beth Shoultz and her husband, Nathan, are Word of Life missionaries, currently serving 
from WOL Headquarters in Schroon Lake, NY.. Questions and comments about her article 
may be addressed to Beth at bethshoultz@wol.org.] 

Make it 
Yourself for 
Easter! 
 

If you are looking 
for an inexpensive 
yet attractive  
basket to make, 
take a look  at this 
website. 
 

This is a great way 
to use those mesh fruit baskets.           
http://www.allfreecrafts.com/easter/
berry-basket.shtml 

http://www.mint.com/
http://www.mint.com/
http://www.mint.com/
http://www.mint.com/
mailto:bethshoultz@wol.org
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For years students have been taught to sit, listen and obey.  But what happens 
when the time comes for them to stand up, speak up and think for themselves? 
We must realize that day is now, not sometime in the future. 
 
The Greenhouse Project is the collaboration of 16 national leaders in the arena 
of student ministry. Each of the authors approaches the issue -- How are we 
going to train students for leadership?  They speak from unique backgrounds, 
and answer the question with empirical ministry.  The Greenhouse Project is the 
result of over a century of collective student ministry experience authored by 
some of the most innovative thinkers in the industry.  
 
Dr. Johnny Derouen, Professor of Student Ministry at Southwestern Theological 
Seminary, remarked that, άThe Greenhouse Project will be in the top five that I encourage those who love teenagers 
to read. It is one of the few youth ministry books that actually gives thought to helping youth ministers develop a 
Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ŜǉǳƛǇǇƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΧ 
Ψ9ƴƭƛǎǘΣ 9ǉǳƛǇΣ 9ƴƎŀƎŜΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƳŜΦέ 
 
Mike Calhoun of Word of Life and Mel Walker of Vision for Youth edit for a think-tank that includes Jay Strack 
(Student Leadership University), Greg Stier (Dare 2 Share Ministries), Alvin Reid (Southeastern Baptist Theological 
Seminary), Alex McFarland (Southeastern Evangelical Seminary) plus ten other authors. The sixteen chapter anthol-
ogy provides a comprehensive exploration of Student Leadership dealing with topics ranging from discipleship of stu-
dents, time management, and pursuing vocational ministry, mentoring girls and how to give students a Biblical foun-
dation.  
 
Best-Selling Author Dillon Burroughs called it, ά!ƴ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǇƛŜŎŜ ƻŦ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ 
 
The Greenhouse Project is set to release in July of 2009. To reserve your copy at a pre-release discount, email green-
houseproject@wol.org and receive a 1-ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ ¢ƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘǳǎΣ 
and insider information keep an eye on aƛƪŜ /ŀƭƘƻǳƴΩǎ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜΣ or Twitter account. 

mailto:greenhouseproject@wol.org
mailto:greenhouseproject@wol.org
http://www.facebook.com/home.php#/pages/Mike-Calhoun/58451793833?ref=ts
http://www.twitter.com/lcmvp


Did You Know? 
From April to June 2008, U.S. wireless subscribers between 
the ages of 13 to 17 made or received an average of 1,742 
texts per month. (Online Report: Trading Markets.com) 
 

Teens are so proficient at texting, 42 percent of teens polled 
said they can text blindfolded. 
 

According to the American Academy of Sleep Medicine, over 
half of teens with cell phones use them after lights out. Most 
phone activity occurs just after bedtime, but young people 
sometimes chat or text until 3:00 a.m.  These individuals are 3 
to 5 times more likely to be tired and sleepy at school. 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PARENTS 

1. Have children give up their cell phones at bed time, fam-
ily time, meals and at church.  If a cell phone is confis-
cated at school because your child is using it in class, 
pull the phone for a week, a month, etc. 

2. Be a good example in your own phone behavior: at the 
wheel, at the dinner table, during church, or during im-
portant conversations. 

3. Limit cell phone use and text-messaging. 

4. Continue to communicate with your child in person as 
much as possible. 

5. It is a privilege to have a cell phone. It will NOT be the 
ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǎπ
pended because they break the rules. 

The articles and opinions shared within this newsletter are provided for your review and consideration and are 
not necessarily presented as recommendations from Word of Life Local Church Ministries.  Questions about  
specific articles should be directed to the contributor or author.  General questions about the newsletter may be  
directed to the newsletter moderator at dlivingston@wol.org . 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Letting Go 
By Louise Green 
 

Letting go starts when our children are young.  When they are 
preschoolers, it would be good to give them small jobs to do:  
picking up toys, learning to make their bed, picking up their 
clothes, etc.  The first day of kindergarten can be difficult for 
us, as parents, as we watch them walk into the school.  This is 
a part of letting go. 
 

As they enter elementary school, their responsibilities at 
home increase.  They need to be taught to help with meals, 
clean the house, and help in the yard.  This teaches responsi-
bility and also shows them what it means to be a part of the 
family.  At school, they are responsible for homework.  They 
may get involved in sports and other activities.  If they start 

something, the wise parent will make sure they finish what 
they start.  They can have an alarm clock and be responsible 
to get up in time to get ready for school.  We should compli-
ment and praise them when they do right and good.  We disci-
pline when they do wrong.  This again is part of letting go. 
 

During high school, their responsibilities increase.  We guide 
them in picking their friends.  We encourage them in their 
studies.  We help them understand the responsibility of 
money.  We teach them how to keep a check book.  They can 
have a job within limits.  It is important that we get them in-
volved in the youth group and encourage them in their service 
ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ   ! ǘŜŜƴΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƻƳŜ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ 
camp.  This is a wonderful place for God to work in his/her 
life.  This is all part of letting go. 
 

Letting go is not easy but it is one of the greatest gifts we can 
give our children.   We need to start when our children are 
young, training and teaching them to do things for them-
selves.   In Psalm 127:4 children are likened to arrows in the 
hand of a warrior.  Arrows are meant to be released.  We 
should always realize that parenting means letting go. 
 

[Louise Green and her husband, Ralph, are Word of Life Extended 
Ministry to Churches (EMC) missionaries.  The Greens make their 
home in Goode, VA. Questions or comments about this article may 
be addressed to Louise at rgreen@wol.org.] 
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