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— They must be going in the right direction spiritually,
growing and living for the Lord (2 Peter 3:18).

Da‘hn? ALKeaDY ¥ — They should only date someone they could see them-

S oy | selves possibly marrying (Psalm-3)1

How to Look: Teach them to look beyond the surface.

e Understand first impressions are just that: first impres-
sions! Anyone who is trying to impress will try to put on
a good first impression.

e Encourage them to talk with you about those in whom
they are interested. This is not something you can just

N u ~y | spring on them when they are older. Start early to help
N Ay R = > them understand that you can keep them from those

veys 5 heLPing Your. KiDs And Mr. 0r Mgs. ”Kighf” who would not be right (Ephesians J__ _

! v o VAN P e Teach them to watch the one they are interested in

when they are not aware anyone is watching. Encour-

By John Collins age them to find out how they are around their parents,

with siblings at home, when they are tired and when
Picture the scene. Your beautiful daughter comes home from  things are not going their way. This will show their true
school all excited because she has just been asked out on a character.
date. As a protective parent, you start to rifle off questions
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thing about him. For some parents, this may bring nightmares. Are they humble?
For others, it may be no big deal. There seems to be two ex-e Are they a servant?
tremes when it comes to parental involvement and dating. The Do they put others first?
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the situation as they do in some cultures where the parents o Do they talk about their relationship with the Lord?
arrange the marriages. Hey now, that IS a good idea. Do they share Christ with their friends?

What or who takes first place in their lives?

Seriously, though, how can you help your kids navigate

through the pressures of getting into the dating scene? MOrg, their teen years, all of our children had the opportunity to
importantly, how should you shape their concepts of dating {g, o a traveling ministry team made up of members of our
ma_ltch biblical standards? Here are some principles to helpyouth group. We encouraged them to use this as an opportu-
guide you. nity for them to watch others on the team and dialog about

* Dating must have a goal and that goal is marriage. Wene members and their character. On a ministry team you are

start teaching our kids this truth before they are even tnere to serve and you quickly find out who are the servants.
remotely interested in the opposite sex. We want them
to think of dating as preparation for marriage. After making a decision to follow Christ, the decision about
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at those they might date. The Bible tells us God looks aver make. As parents, we can guide and teach our children tt
the heart (1 Samuel 16:7b), so we should teach our chidok for people with integrity, who walk in truth, love others
dren to look for much more than just external appear- and love the Lord. At the same time, we need to be teaching
ance and personality/ Look, also, for character. 2dzNJ 26y OKAf RNBY (2 alLlzi 2y¢é

(Colossians 3:47).
Here are some ideas on how to find Mr. or Mrs. Right:
e Set standards early [John Collins and his wife, Pam, are Word of Life Local Church Mis-

- ¢KSe Ydzaid 0S8 I 0S5t ASOSNFONGeEA heiaies of flY agdP. Quegkiogspgd cogrments apoy
thians 6:147:1). this article may be directed to Johnjabllins@wol.org]
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By Pam Collins

Sometimes parents find it a challenge to keep their kids engaged and challenged
the long summer months. All it takes is a little imagination and preparation to give

. Summer Camp

Neighborhood summer activities to
challenge and encourage children
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of activities you can do with your own kids, relatives or even the neighbor kids. Y
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Activities:
e Breakfast together, followed by quiet time
Hiking through the woods or neighborhood (hiking boots required)

Games outside like kickball, wiffleball, soccer or badminton
Creek walkingwear old sneakers and walk through the local creek
Catch minnows using a screen and bucket
Ride bikes or scooters together
Pull the kids in a wagon if you have one (good for little ones)
Plant seeds in a pot that they decorated or painted
Movie nightc sleep in the living room after the movie
Climb trees
Go for ice cream cones
Read books to them outside on a blanket
e Campfire with hotdogs and smores
e Puppet shows with sock puppets they make themselves
e Bake and decorate cookies
e Boy activities
— More sports
— Paint a door stop or birdhouse
e Girl activities
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manners
— Paper dolls and do shows when they are all cut out
— Crafts like beads, decorateshirts or a wooden box

Make sure you take lots of pictures of all the kids and journal what you did
write a story about it. Summer is a time to just kick back and relax. Enjoy {&
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Swimming in a local or neighbors pool (practice swimming strokes or diving)

children and the great outdoors! You will never regret the time you spend

them.

[Pam Collins and her husband, John, are Word of Life Local Church missi
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Questions or comments about this article may be directed to Pam at
pamcollins@wol.org
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VERSE OF THE
MONTH

Galatians 5:224 0 & . dzi
fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith,
meekness, temperance:
3 Ayad &dzOK

PARENTSt is our
responsibility to teach our
children to be loving, gentle,
positive, good, etc. How do
S R2 U0KLFGK
wisdom as parents and as
Christians to MODEL this
behavior. PRAY for your child
to walk in the truth (know
Jesus personally) and for
them to grow to love, be
good, and have self control.
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DADS,
DID YOU KNOW?2

An increased amount of fatherhild involvement has
proven to increase a child's social stability, educational
achievement, and even their potential to have a solid
marriage as an adult.

(Click here to open the online article on this topic from
Home and Garden Publications.)

Party Ideas for Preschoolers 3. CoolTunes Party Use a CD jewel case for invitation

Use imagination and available resources to excite and with party details on the cover. Inside include a CD

engage your 24 yearolds gAGK OKAfRQa TIG2NRGS &2

By Beth Shoultz gIes_Potato Chlp cans as musical shalfers. Cover cani
ters in construction paper. Decorate with markers,

stickers, glitter etc... Fill with some rice. Your party
guests can shake to the beat while they play a freeze
game to music.

4. Teddy Bear Picnig This could be an indoor or out-
door party. Use a picnhic basket and accessories for
decorations. Ask guests to bring their favorite teddy

bear to the party. Use bear stickers for party favors.

Are you looking for new party ideas for your preschoolers? It For a game, separate into two teams and have a relay
can be a challenge to keep even a small group of young chil- where each child wears socks on his hands and has tc
dren entertained for any length of time. Here are some fun crawl across the floor to a plate of bear shaped cook-
and unique theme and craft ideas to consider for your upcom-  ies, pick up a cookie, eat it and then crawl back to

ing parties: team. The team that finishes first wins!

1. Crayon or Color PartyUse bright colors and shapes These are just a few ideas, let your imagination take over and
to decorate. For a craft, decorate a tablecloth use bigave fun, the possibilities are endless! For more ideas see
fat crayons and/or paints. http://www.americanbaby.com/andwww.parentscom

2. Everybody Loves a ParadeCreate a drum or other [Beth Shoultz and her husband, Nathan, are Word of Life Loc:
musical instrument cake. For a craft, make abannef KdzZNOK aAyAauNARSa YAaaAiAzyl NJ
and signs, then the children can march in a parade!in Schroon Lake, NY. Questions and comments about her art
Use a balloon or candy for party favors. cle may be directed to Beth aethshoultz@wol.ord

The articles and opinions shared within this newsletter are provided for your review and consideration and are
not necessarily presented as recommendations from Word of Life Local Church MinisRigsstions about
specific articles should be directed to the contributor or auth@eeneral questions about the newsletter may be
directed to the newsletter moderator adllivingston@wol.org.
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